
 

HE IEW
 from St. James on the Hill 

 September 2011 
 

Dear Friends, 

This past week I joined the chorus of those asking the question, “Where did the summer go?” 
“What happened to all those good intentions I had back in June?” I don’t know about you, but it seems  
to me that the days fly by more quickly in the summer than during the rest of the year. 

Well, for better or worse, the lazy days of summer are over, school has begun, and the usual round 
of fall activities has begun. One look at the church calendar is a clear reminder that the pace of 
congregational life suddenly changes come September. 

This coming Sunday we welcome everyone back as we celebrate Homecoming Sunday. Our 
schedule changes to include a 9:00 a.m. Education Hour featuring classes for all ages. From 9:45 to 
10:14 a.m. refreshments and fellowship take place in the Kurz Gathering Area. The Eucharist is 
celebrated each week beginning at 10:15 a.m. I invite and encourage you to take advantage of the 
wonderful opportunities for worship and learning that we have available to us in this congregation. 

Kerygma returns this month. Here’s your chance to improve your biblical literacy. On Monday 
evenings you can be part of “Discovering the Bible” – an introduction to the Bible for those who have 
not previously participated in Bible study. As we study and immerse ourselves in Scripture we learn who 
we are. Biblical knowledge is necessary for a basic identity as a Christian. The Bible is the story of God 
forming a people and guiding a chosen people. It is the story of God becoming a human person to save 
us from ourselves. The Bible proclaims the ultimate hope that we share with the saints of every time and 
place – the sure and certain hope that nothing will ever be able to separate us from God’s love. I invite 
and encourage you to be part of the Kerygma adventure. 

We have a new bishop! On Saturday morning, September 24 at 11:00 a.m. the Rev. Donald Kreiss 
will be installed as bishop of the Southeast Michigan Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and you are invited to share in the celebration. The installation will take place in the beautiful 
setting of Christ Church Cranbrook. Prelude music begins at 10:25 a.m. Come early for a good seat! 

I look forward to seeing you this coming Sunday. We will take time during the liturgy to remember 
the events of September 11, 2001 on this tenth anniversary of a tragedy that changed our nation. 

God’s peace be with you! 

Pastor Spice+ 
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Fall Festival “Among Friends” 
Saturday, September 24 at 6:30 p.m. 

We will be hosting a wonderful evening of fun, food and 
fellowship for our St. James adults and we have invited our 
counterparts at Grosse Pointe Congregational Church to join us 
in the festivities. 

The evening will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Kurz Gathering Area 
with a social hour and an opportunity to show our neighbors the 
beautiful addition at St. James. We will be serving appetizers and 
wine/beer and soft drinks. If you would prefer a different choice 
of beverage, you are welcome to BYOB and we will have set-
ups ready for you. The attire for the evening will be “classy 
casual.” 

At 7:30 p.m. we will move to the undercroft where a full dinner 
will have been prepared by our own “chef extraordinaire” Stella 
Carr. The price for this enjoyable evening is $22.00 per person 
and includes all of the fabulous food and drink mentioned above, 
as well as dessert and coffee. 

St. James sign-up sheets are located outside the gathering area 
and checks can be made payable to St. James Lutheran Church 
with the notation “Fall Festival” in the memo line and/or on the 
mailing envelope and directed to Ruth Richardson at the church 
office. The reservation deadline is Sunday, September 18 and 
your check will be your receipt. If you have any questions, 
please phone Janette Halleen at 313.886.6364 or Jan Graham at 
313.821.2640. 

As a note of explanation, “Among Friends” is the name of the 
adult group at Grosse Pointe Congregational Church. At a 
summer planning session, some members of that group 
suggested it might be fun to get together with another church 
group, on occasion, for a pleasant social event. We, at St. James, 
jumped at the chance to participate in some community and 
neighborhood functions and decided it would be a grand 
opportunity to host and show off our new church home. We are 
so pleased that GPCC will be joining us for the evening. Please 
make your plans now for September 24th here at St. James 
starting at 6:30 pm. All adults are Welcome! 

Homecoming Sunday – September 11 

9:00 a.m. Education for all ages 

9:45 a.m. Fellowship in the Gathering Area 

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship continues in the Gathering Area 

THE VIEW 
The View is published monthly 10 times a 
year, with combined issues for July-August 
and December-January. The deadline for 
submitting information to be included in The 
View is the 3rd Sunday of the month (unless 
otherwise indicated).  

Ruth Richardson  
Technical Editor  

St. James Lutheran Church  
of Grosse Pointe 
170 McMillan Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 
Telephone  313.884.0511 
Fax  313.884.6045 
E-mail  stjamesgp@ameritech.net 
Web  www.stjamesgpf.org 

Sunday Schedule (beginning September 11) 
9:00 am Education for all ages 
9:45 am Fellowship time 
10:15 am Holy Eucharist 
Staffed nursery provided for infants-age 3 

Staff: 

The Reverend Gerald A. Spice 
Pastor (telephone ext. 104)  
E-mail pastor_s@ameritech.net 

Kurt Heyer  
Minister of Music 
E-mail heyerk734@msn.com 

Ruth Richardson  
Administrative Assistant (telephone ext. 100) 
E-mail ruth_richardson@ameritech.net 

Stella Carr  
Housekeeper and Parish Chef 

Board of Directors: 

Henry Bryan  
President 

Richard Allison  
President-elect 

Mary Mathison  
Secretary 

Lisa Shrader 
Finance 

Tracey Simpson  
Child Nurture 

Mark Brown  
Communications 

Marcia Wilson  
Congregational Care 

Cristina Garberding  
Missions 

Gregg Peabody  
Properties 

Ray Radtke  
Worship and Music 

Kelly Clements  
Youth Nurture 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

4  Pentecost 12 
 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
 
 

5 
Labor Day 
Church offices closed 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
10:00 am SOC exercise 
 
 
6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir  

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
10:00 am  
SOC exercise 
 
 
5:00 pm  
Wedding rehearsal 

10 
9:00 am Lay Ministry 

Academy class 
9:00 am Habitat for 

Humanity build day 
 
4:00 pm  
Renema wedding 
 

11  Pentecost 13 
Homecoming Sunday 
9:00 am Education time 
9:45 am Fellowship 
10:15 am Holy Eucharist 
11:30 am Board of Directors 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Kerygma 
7:30 pm Blood drive 

planning meeting 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
7:00 am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 
10:00 am SOC exercise 
11:00 am SOC Hop 
 
6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir  

15 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
10:00 am  
SOC exercise 
 
 
 
 

17 
9:00 am Lay Ministry 

Academy class 
 
1:30 pm  

Marshall Noecker 
Memorial Service 

 
 

18  Pentecost 14 
9:00 am Education time 
9:45 am Fellowship 
10:15 am Holy Eucharist –  

new members received during 
the liturgy 

October Newsletter Deadline 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Kerygma 
 

20 
8:30 am MOPS program 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
10:00 am SOC exercise 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir  

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
10:00 am  
SOC exercise 
 
 

24 
11:00 am Installation 

of the Bishop at 
Christ Church 
Cranbrook 

 
6:30 pm Fall Festival 

“Among Friends” 
 

25  Pentecost 15 
9:00 am Education time 
9:45 am Fellowship 
10:15 am Holy Eucharist 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Kerygma 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
10:00 am SOC exercise 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir  

29 
 
 
 

30 
 
10:00 am  
SOC exercise 
 
 
 

October 1 

10:00 am Blessing of Pets 
 
 
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
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September Worship Assistants: 

Altar Guild: 

Iris Whitehouse, Judy Liliensiek and  
Mary Mathison 

Ushers: 

George Polson, Monte Baasch, Alan Carlyle,  
Joel Humphries and Bill Liliensiek 

Assisting Ministers: 

9/4 Ray Radtke 

9/11 Jim Lingscheit 

9/18 Emily Moellering 

9/25 Emily Richardson 

Acolytes: 

9/4 Emily Richardson 

9/11 Katherine Shrader, Maddy Ohlsson,  
Anna Simpson and Carolyn Shrader 

9/18 Emily Richardson, Hailey Martin,  
Alissa Martin and Aidan Clements 

9/25 Alexa Bryan, Jimmy Peabody,  
Marisa Stieber and Andrea Garberding 

Lectors: 

9/4 Fred Whitehouse and Karen Clein 

9/11 Shelly Thorp and Stu Pettitt 

9/18 Tomas Garberding and Scott Garberding 

9/25 Nate Jesgarz and Shawn Allison 

Greeters: 

9/4 Eleanor Barker and Mary Tipp 

9/11 Edith Petrosky and Karol Evard 

9/18 The Garberding Family 

9/25 Wes and Joan Zenow 

Readings for those serving as lectors will be 
emailed, sent by regular mail, or they can be 
picked up from the office. Please call the 
office if you do not receive your reading. A 
reminder to all worship assistants: Please 

find a substitute if you are unable to serve 

as scheduled, and call the office with the 

name of your substitute a week in 

advance. Thank you! 

 

FROM THE MINISTER OF MUSIC – 

KURT HEYER 

September. 
That means it’s time to fill up the schedules once again. 
The church property will be bustling with activity. This 
includes the Music Room! Rehearsals for Chancel Choir 
and the Handbell Choir will begin Wednesday, September 
7. The Handbell Choir will rehearse at 6:30 pm. Chancel 
Choir rehearsals run from 7:30 – 8:30 pm. 

Music is such an important part of Church life. It’s hard to 
imagine Church without it. Whether it’s singing the 
hymns and liturgy every Sunday, or leading God’ people 
in song as a Worship Leader (cantor, Chancel Choir 
member, Handbell Choir member or instrumentalist) 
everyone is (or should be) involved in music in the 
Church. 

If you are interested in being more involved in the 
ministry of music at St. James there are a number of ways 
you can do that: 

1. Pray for those involved in the music 
ministry at St. James. 

2. Serve as a worship leader by joining 
Chancel Choir or the Handbell Choir. 

3. Serve as a worship leader by 
volunteering as a Cantor. 

4. Serve as a worship leader by 
volunteering to play an instrument for the 
prelude, offering music, communion 
music, postlude and on the hymns. 

5. Donate to the Organ Fund for the 
completion of repairs, renovations and 
expansion of the Möller pipe organ in 
service at St. James since 1965. 

6. Make a contribution to the Music Fund 
to provide for guest musicians 
throughout the year. (The fee for a guest 
musician typically runs from $125.00 - 
$250.00) 

7. Donate a choir anthem (@ $40.00) or 
Handbell piece (@ $50.00) in memory or 
honor of someone.  

If you have any interest in becoming more involved in the 
ministry of music at St. James, contact Kurt Heyer at 
heyerk734@msn.com or 507.382.9183. 
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Request A Hymn Is Back! 
Pick up a special blue “Request A Hymn” envelope 
from either entry to the church, fill it out, and include 
your donation to the Organ Fund to have your 
favorite hymn used as a Sending Song during the 
months of September, October and November. You 
may put your envelope in the offering plate or return 
it to the church office. 

Due to some unforeseen expenses to the organ 
console renovation, the cost of phase one of the organ 
project has risen by at least a few thousand dollars. 
We will need to cover these expenses before we can 
begin the second phase of the project – adding the 
pipes that were given to us by the Synod to our 
existing organ. That phase will run close to $30,000, 
so your ongoing gifts to the Organ Fund are greatly 
appreciated!  

Summer Clearance Sale 
During the month of September is a good time to 
stock up on St. James logo items. Polo shirts, tote 
bags, mugs, caps – all are 20% off. It’s a great time 
for some early Christmas shopping. 

Welcome S.O.C. 
Beginning this month, Services for Older Citizens 
(SOC) will be using space here at St. James Church 
while their new home at Ridge and Muir undergoes a 
major renovation. Exercise groups, various parties 
and celebrations will be held in the Kurz Gathering 
Area and in the Undercroft. We are pleased to 
welcome SOC to St. James! 

Fellowship Time  
Sunday mornings at 9:45 we meet in the Kurz 
Gathering Area for fellowship. It’s a time to greet 
one another informally, to share what’s been 
happening in our lives, to make new connections and 
to enjoy good coffee and food. Beginning this fall, 
we are also inviting everyone to the Kurz Gathering 
Area following worship for fellowship and coffee. 
Each week we need volunteers to provide some 
cookies, doughnuts or coffee cakes (or to make a 
donation of money for the food). If you are willing to 
host a day, pick a date and add your name to the sign-
up sheet on the table by the coat room.  

Adult Forum in September 
September 11 

Clips from the documentary “Faith and Doubt at 
Ground Zero” including the story of Lutheran 
pastor David Behnke who was punished by the 
Missouri Synod hierarchy for his participation in 
post-9.11 events. 

September 18 
“Spiritual but not Religious” – A look at what 
these terms mean and why so many people are 
claiming that they are spiritual, but not religious. 

September 25 
“You’re Wearing That to Church?!” Teens (and 
not just teens!), clothes, and church intersect at 
two highly charged emotional flash points – teen 
independence and appropriate worship. Come 
and share your thoughts and experiences. 

ELCA Assembly Wrap Up 
The biennial assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America took place August 15-19 in 
Orlando, Florida. The theme was: “Freed in Christ to 
Serve.” Go to: www.elca.org to see photos, worship 
videos, and actions taken. 

You are Invited to a  

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

at the Installation of 

The Reverend Dr. Donald Perry Kreiss 

as Bishop of the Southeast Michigan Synod, 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

11:00 a.m. Saturday, September 24, 2011 

Christ Church Cranbrook 

470 Church Road, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 

www.christchurchcranbrook.org 

Clergy and Rostered Leaders are invited to  

Vest and Process 

The color of the day is Red 

Gathering Music begins at 10:25 

There will be a Reception 

immediately following the Service 
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Coming in October … 

Saturday, October 1 – Blessing of the Pets 

Each year on the Saturday closest to St. Francis Day 
(patron of animals and nature) we invite members 
and friends to bring their pets to the church for a 
service of blessing. No pet is too big, too small, or 
too scaly for Pastor to bless! 

Sunday, October 2 – Presentation of Bibles 

Every year we present a Bible to each one of our 
fourth graders during the Sunday Eucharist. 

Tuesday, October 4 – Confirmation Classes Begin 

All 6th, 7th and 8th graders meet from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. to explore the Christian faith from a 
Lutheran point of view. 

Sunday, October 16 – Blessing of Medical 

Personnel 

Each year on the Sunday closest to St. Luke’s Day 
(patron of doctors and medical professionals) we give 
thanks for those who practice the healing arts. 

Thursday, October 20 – Blood Drive 

St. James will host a blood drive sponsored by the 
American Red Cross from 1:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, October 30 – Oktoberfest 

Our annual Reformation Sunday/Commitment 
Sunday celebration featuring German food, music 
and Gemütlichkeit.  

An Easy, Generous Choice 
The Simply Giving program is a simple, reliable way 
to make your regular contributions to St. James by 
electronic funds transfer. In addition to convenience, 
the program is more accurate, secure and confidential 
than writing a check or giving a cash gift. Your 
contributions will be reflected on the quarterly state-
ments you receive from the church the same way as 
checks or cash, and you’ll never need to “catch up” 
with regular giving if you are away during the year or 
keep track of a set of offering envelopes.  

Let the Simply Giving program help you build better 
stewardship by turning a simple choice into a 
generous response. Please phone the church office for 
more information and a form to get started. 

 

Unique Gifts at Fantastic Prices 
Village Markets of Africa is the fair trade mission of 
the Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church (mission 
partners with the ELCA). Clothing, books, handmade 
jewelry, home décor, and religious gifts are offered 
from this organization. You can shop knowing that 
your purchase is helping poor families work their 
way out of poverty. And in the process St. James will 
receive 20% of your purchase cost.  

Visit www.villagemarketsofafrica.com. After 
entering your address and selecting a shipping 
method, type “St. James Lutheran Church of Grosse 
Pointe” in the pink “Fundraising Credit” box when 
checking out. St. James will then receive a check for 
20% of all sales. 

Continuing Programs 
● Food for the Hungry – Each week we ask you to 

bring a hearty non perishable food item with you 
and place it in the baskets by the door near the 
lectern. The food is delivered to Christ Church 
Iroquois and then shared with over 100 families in 
need who come to their church on Fridays. Your 
gifts feed people who are hungry. Personal 

toiletries also are needed, such as bar soap, 

toothpaste, deodorant and especially men’s 

razors. 

● Kroger Community Rewards – Earn money for 
St. James with your Kroger Plus card. Just register 
online at KrogerCommunityRewards.com and you 
can choose to direct a portion of your regular 
spending to our church. If you need help 
registering online please contact the church office. 

● Ink and Toner Cartridge Recycling – We can 
recycle used printer cartridges for $2.00 each. 
There is a collection box in the office workroom 
and our goal is to collect 20 each month. We 
appreciate your donations. 
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Habitat-Grosse Pointe Partners, an ecumenical 
partnership of Grosse Pointe churches, assists 
Habitat-Detroit accomplish its goal of rebuilding the 
Detroit community one house and one family at a 
time. G P Partners helps secure funding for new 
house projects, provides muscle and brains to work 
the homebuilding job sites, and plans activities to 
welcome the new homeowners to their dwelling. 

September 10 is the next Habitat for Humanity “2nd 
Saturday Build Day.” The work day starts at 9am and 
work concludes around 1pm. The job site is within 
the area bounded by Cadieux and Alter between 
Mack and Warren. The September build is hosted by 
Grosse Pointe Memorial Church and the volunteer 
contact is Chick Van Dusen. Please phone him at 
313.886.1316 by Wednesday, September 7 if you 
would like to participate. He will provide you with 
details and the exact job location. 

Men’s Bible Breakfast 
All men are invited to participate in the monthly 
men’s Bible study that will resume on September 14. 
The group meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 am at the National Coney Island on Mack. 
This fall they are continuing a study of the gospel of 
John. Please call Russ Halleen at 313.866.6364 if you 
have any questions or are interested in participating. 

October Birthday Party  

at Boulevard Manor 

Wednesday, October 26 
The women of St. James once again will be hosting 
the celebration of October birthdays at Boulevard 
Manor (previously Luther Haven) in Detroit. We 
have planned and carried out this party for several 
years, and it is truly a highlight for the residents.  

During the party we help residents enjoy their 
birthdays while playing a little bingo. We need prizes 
for bingo games and gifts for the residents with 
October birthdays. We also are responsible for paper 
goods, cake, ice cream, and beverages. 

Last year we asked for donations of jewelry to give to 
bingo winners, and many wore their gems with pride. 
Please check your drawers again this year to see if 
you have any old jewelry, small picture frames, 
unused note pads, or other small gifts. Your gifts 
could be someone else’s treasure. Other items are 
also needed such as small individual packages of 
cookies, candy, crackers or other snacks, small 
bottles of lotion, cologne or aftershave, lip balm, pens 
and puzzle books. 

In addition to the bingo prizes, we would appreciate 
money donations to help buy gifts for the birthday 
people and the other party supplies. If we all donated 
$1 to $5, we could fulfill all of the wishes of our 
guests. Please make checks payable to St. James 
Lutheran Church. 

We will also need members of St. James to attend the 
party on October 26 to help with bingo, distribute 
cake and share the celebration with the residents. We 
will depart from St. James at 1:00 pm by carpool and 
expect to be finished by 3:30. It is indeed a moving 
experience seeing the smiles on the faces of these 
wonderful people. Please contact Susan Allison if 
you have any questions or to volunteer to help. 

Pastoral Acts  

and Member Updates 

+ In Memoriam + 
The sympathy of the congregation  

is extended to the family of Marshall Noecker 
upon his death August 1, 2011. 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to 
Heidi Kramer and her family upon the death of her 

father, Frederick Albrecht, August 19, 2011. 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord,  

and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES: 

The Yuzon family has transferred their membership 
to Redeemer Lutheran Church in McLean, Virginia. 

ADDRESS/PHONE UPDATES: 

Has your address or phone number changed? Please 

submit corrections/updates to the church office. 

Thank you for keeping our directory up-to-date! 



 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

Fall Worship Schedule 

Holy Eucharist 

Beginning September 11 

                        Sunday 10:15 a.m. 

Beginning October 1 

                        Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

 

Please help us keep our mailing list current. If this newsletter was forwarded to you by the Post Office, 
please contact us with your current address. If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please let us 
know. You may contact us by telephone, by mail, or by e-mail: stjamesgp@ameritech.net.  Thank you! 

 
 
 

St. James Lutheran Church of Grosse Pointe                                                                                                     
170 McMillan Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 
Phone 313.884.0511    Fax 313.884.6045 
Southeast Michigan Synod 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
The Reverend Gerald A. Spice, Pastor 
The Reverend Gustav Kopka Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


